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which are open to it, and which have often been adopted in the
past, upon the truth, upon the facts, in regard to this extremely
important item in the defence not only of London but of our
munition factories and ports throughout the country. Would any
House of Commons except this one not have demanded a searching
and secret inquiry into these matters ? In the days of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Parliament would have chosen
a certain number of Members whom it trusted for their discretion
and would have asked them to look into the matter, and they
would have reported—not the facts but whether a further effort
had to be made or not. Why have we not done anything of that
kind ? I do not believe that any House but this would not have
done it, and I do not think any Government except one which is
so politically powerful as this, so beyond all political challenge,
would not have conceded such a request.
Now the Secretary of State for War, I will not say incorrigible,
but impenitent, tells us the new Bren gun is being produced at a
maximum. What does that mean ? What is the maximum ?
The wit of man, of a man in a fix, could not devise a more vague
and misleading phrase. He also told us last week that our require-
ments in the matter of 3.7 guns could be met by June, perhaps
even sooner. But what are the requirements ? The Army List
shows—and the Army List is published promptly—that our estab-
lishment of anti-aircraft units would require not more than six
hundred guns all told, and of these a large part are the old 3-inch;
so that one can see, within certain limits, what might be the
requirements which are to be satisfactorily met by June.
Perhaps such a figure could well be realised by June, but what
relation has it to our need ? What relation has it to this figure
which I have given of what is happening elsewhere ? There is the
4.5-inch gun. We have read in the newspapers almost every day
of how they are bringing out a tremendous new plan of defending
the country, and how the new 4.5-inch gun is the finest thing in
the world. It may well be so, but where is it ? When are we to
have a thousand of them ? One thousand is the kind of figure in
which you must think in these days. When I spoke to the Minister
for the Co-ordination of Defence when we went on the deputation
two and a half years ago we talked in thousands. These figures
have to get into very large proportions if you are to get anything
comparable in this country to what exists abroad. I *am not
attempting to quarrel with my right hon. Friend ; on the contrary,
all my remarks are couched in the most amicable sense, so far as
he is concerned.
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